
Marco Sportfishing Club 
PO Box 2104 
Marco Island FL 34146-2104 
www.MarcoSportfishingClub.com 
                                                                                               FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSC Newsletter November 2009 
Meeting on the first Thursday at Jewish Congregatio n of Marco  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

MSC Board of Directors 2009 
Elected Officers 
 

President Frank Sroka 389-1087 fsroka@marcocable.com  
Vice President Al Musico 642-9729 alanmusico@embarqmail.com 
Vice President Jim Maguire 394-8696 jtmaguire@aol.com  
Treasurer Tony Saputo 393-6232 saputot@msn.com 
Assistant Treasurer Myron Wittlin 642-0730 marco34145@earthlink.net  
Secretary Fred Kouhi 642-4645 fred_kouhi@comcast.net  
Assistant Secretary TBD   
Past President Pete Arcidiacono 394-1136 peterarchie@comcast.net  

 
Directors, Committees and Chairs 
 

Fishing Chairman Al Musico alanmusico@embarqmail.com  
             Offshore Fred Kouhi fred_kouhi@comcast.net  
 Dave Rasmussen drasmussen@mdaturbines.com  
             Backwater Jim Mueller Vam1946@comcast.net  
 Ed Vesely evessely@aol.com  
             Road Trips Pete Arcidiacono peterarchie@comcast.net  
Gov’t Affairs\Public Info Jim Maguire jtmaguire@aol.com  
Membership Newt Weiss Nnweiss2@att.net  
 Bill McIntosh Mcintosh2466@embarqmail.com  
Quartermaster Bert Hoell canpakman@aol.com  
Social Dave Walsh davewalsh@worldnet.att.net  
Webmaster Ed Crane MarcoMan357@aol.com  
Editor Mike Assaf mva34145@hotmail.com  
Nominating Pete Arcidiacono peterarchie@comcast.net  
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Dedicated to fishing in and around Collier County 
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Have you ever heard a 
fisherman say “You should 
have been here last week “ ?   
Well, you should have been 
here last week, last month, last 
two months. Even those who 
are piscatorially challenged 
were able to go out 9 to 10 

miles off Marco, drift aimlessly, and catch 
loads of Red Grouper. The Grouper are still 
there but more scattered and drifting off to 
deeper waters. Call a buddy, fill your cooler, 
and go find them. 
 
And keep your options open. Cobia and King 
Mackerel are showing up, in addition to 
thousands upon thousands of Spanish 
Mackerel. The Kings can show up anyplace 
from the bottom to the top of the water 
column. You might consider a little wire 
protection even when fishing for Grouper 
because there can be Kings down there, and 
the Grouper don’t seem to shy away from 
light wire. 
 
We had 48 anglers compete in   Redfish 
IV, grossly exceeding prior year 
participation . We attribute event enthusiasm 
to a good crop of new club members, and to 
old members remembering how much fun it is 
to catch fish and participate. Competition was 

fierce, but the edge went to the Black team. 
More later in the news. 
 
Among those returning to Marco from 
sojourns up North is Dave Walsh, our picnic 
guy. Anxious to getting things rolling again, 
Dave has scheduled a welcome back picnic 
on November 10 at Sarazan Park. Mark your 
calendar and plan to bring some folding 
chairs because we expect a big turnout. 
 
Special thanks are in order for Myron Wittlin 
and the volunteers who traveled down to Port 
of the Islands to help teach Southwest Florida 
youths how to fish.  See the Article later in 
this issue. It was a great win—win situation. 
The youths got some free equipment, 
valuable training, and some appreciation for 
easy going old farts, and the old farts got the 
satisfaction of positively impacting an 
upcoming generation.  
 
But alas, I wax philosophical. See you on the 
water, at the next General Meeting ( a 
Raymarine techie will be the speaker ), at a 
picnic, or at Porky’s. 
 
 
Frank 
 

 



 

 
NOVEMBER EVENTS 

 
General Meeting 7:00PM doors open at 6:30   November 5 Raymarine rep here 

Board meeting  9:30 AM November 9 5th\3rd Bank 

Halfway to Mexico November 16—
19th 

Date TBA based on 
weather 

Backwater event --LEARN AND LUNCH November 12 See next page for 
details 

Welcome back picnic November 10  

Fish of the Month Cobia  

 
DECEMBER EVENTS 

General Meeting 7:00PM doors open at 6:30   December  3 Anchoring clinic 

Board meeting  9:30 AM December  14 5th\3rd Bank 

Offshore\Onshore— Reciprocal Spousal Abuse December 17 Fish with your real 
mate 

December Picnic—“It’s Free!!!” December 16  

Fish of the Month Grouper Any kind 
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A buddy list is being formed.  The purpose of the list is to match members who don’t have a boat  with 
those wanting to be crew including boat owners who want to fish on a buddies boat. If you want to fish or 
need crew—sign up.  The list will be maintained by Joe Perino Marco # 239 389-2781, NY # 631 581-5370 
email rivpress@aol.com  When sending information please put “buddy list”  in the heading line (so I know 
that it is not spam) and state: 

1. If you have a boat or just need a ride or both.  
2. If you prefer backwater or Gulf or both  
3. If you are interested in Charters  

Upon receiving your information your name will be added to the website and you will receive a list of the 
email addresses of the other members on the list. Your email address will not be published on the website. 
Email will be the primary means of contact. Any questions send me an email. 


 ����

Fishing on small boats is a physically demanding ac tivity. Guests must be able to get on and 
off the boat without assistance, move about the boa t under rough sea conditions, and handle 
boat chores like hauling anchor and boat cleanup . 
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 The Fish of the Month winner for September was Mike Kropp with a 61” Tarpon.  Leader for 
October is Alan Bristow with a 36” redfish (see the picture below)

 
 

 

FISH OF THE MONTH AND LEADER BOARD RULES* 
 

Fish either gulf or backwater, anytime, for any species. Fish must be caught on hook and line within 60nm of Marco, no 
charters, and use of guides is prohibited. All fish must be either boated, or immobilized alongside the boat and measured with a 
tape or ruler. Swim by guesstimates are not accepted. Fish are to be measured either with pinched tails or fork length as per FWC 
size limit rules. Fish not specified as pinched length will be measured to fork length (e.g. shark). 

 Use MSC Website, www.MarcoSportfishingClub.com, to report your catch.  In case of a tie, the first entry reported will win. 
Use of the website is the preferred reporting method since it will time stamp all entries and automatically send you an email 
confirmation. Entries reported by other means will be recorded when they are received and acknowledged, not when they are sent. 
If you do not have access to the website, you can send your entry to alanmusico@embarqmail.com or call 239-642-9729. The 
following information is needed:  Name, Email Address (or phone number), Species, Size in Inches, Bait or Lure Used,    
Location (ex. Cape Romano, 5Mile Reef etc.), Fishing Method (ex. Casting, Drifting, Anchored, Chumming etc.), Tide (ex. 
Incoming, Outgoing etc.). Entries with incomplete or missing information will not be eligible. Entries are counted toward both 
contests. 

Entries must be reported by 12 Noon on the 1st day of the month following the catch .Winners of both the Fish of the Month 
Contest and the new Leader Board entries will be announced at the following Monthly Members Meeti




SPECIES ANGLER SIZE  SPECIES ANGLER SIZE 
       
Amberjack Renkel 47     
Cobia Kleine 44.5  Sheepshead Wittlin 21.5 
Black\Gag Grouper M. Mueller 31  Lane Snapper Bullock 18 
Red Grouper Renkel 31  Mangrove Snapper Renkel 25 
Kingfish Aronson 52  Yellowtail Snapper P. Zilch 26 
Spanish Mackerel Kouhi 29  Snook Cavanaugh 37.75 
Permit Cavanagh 32  Blacktip Shark Kropp 67 
Pompano Wittlin 18  Tarpon Grahl 76 
Redfish Bristow 36       Tripletail Aldrovandi 24 
Spotted Trout Schudes 23.5  Triggerfish J. Zilch 17.25 

Details of each catch are available on the website 
including method, bait, location, tides etc. Learn how the 

experts fish. 
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Captains fish for fun in your best areas. Treat a fellow member or two to some of your better 
talents and techniques. Start at your leisure, have fun and end the outing by meeting at the Old 
Marco Lodge and Crab House in Goodland for lunch, levity and lies. Everybody will pay for their 
own lunch. 
 
Captains may be asked to carry a third angler if possible to accommodate everybody. Naturally, 
all participants are expected to share costs with captains. Sign up at the meeting on the 5 th or 
call Jim Mueller at 513-490-4764 or 393-0507. 
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Alan Bristow and 36” Redfish 

'�����

$����
��
$����)��55��
�������





6���
������7

�5�0���0
 ����
���
��5�


%�/�
����8�9�):�+)-;��






'�����

������
��&��8$���
��
5�<�)+:);�5��


�.�
�5���
�.�
������

�!,�)=;�):=+�





���
���
���5
��/��� 

%�/�>
����
�9�):�+)-;��




 

,���
#��.��

%5���0



Each October MSC Volunteers help run a fishing clinic for kids from families involved in 
agriculture work from the local area. Myron Wittlin organized this years event along with Brian 
Fluech, the Collier County extension agent and sea Grant contact. The event was hosted by the 
Port of the Islands Marina. In addition to Myron, MSC members Jim Mueller, Newt Weiss, Gene 
Stillwell, Lynn Nathanson,  Jim Simmons, Abbe Hanken and Mike Assaf showed up to help the 
kids. Each kid received a fishing outfit, instruction on safety, ethics, knots casting and other topics 
and got a chance to fish and take a boat ride. A rare treat for most. The big kids had a blast too!!!! 
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Redfish IV was a smash success with 48 anglers participating. In the end it was the Black team 
with 289 inches of reds vs. 65 for the white team.  The Black team shared cash prizes. The 
individual awards were as follows. 
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Joe Cafferelli—Garmin Handheld Color GPS 
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Most Reds-Jim Mueller, (2), --Sony Digital Camera 
Smallest Red- Jim Mueller (15”)—Gator grip measuring Board 

Most Spots-Tony Saputo (7) Dexter –Russell filet Knife 
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Most Reds-Bert Hoell (2)—Sony Digital Camera 

Smallest Red-Tony Saputo\Bert Hoell (tie-13.5) — Pint of Berkley Gulp 
No Spots-Tony Saputo--Gator Grip Measuring Board 
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Set up at 11:30, gather at noon 

 
$5 Each (Refundable)* 

 
* If you have your 

check in by 12/11, you 
get your check back at 

the door  
 

*$10.00 at the door or guests 

 
Pulled Pork, Chicken, 

Beans and Rice, Plantains 
and more 

 
2 flavors of beer, 3 flavors of 
wine, pop and water Included  

 
Questions?? Call Dave Walsh 389-9755 

 
-----------------------------------------------------    
Cut here  
 
RESERVATION for Free Picnic 
 
MEMBER’S NAME AND PHONE 
NUMBER 
 
 
 
Number attending__________ 
 
@$5 each*                $________ 

              
@$10 (no refund at door) $_______ 
 

WELCOME BACK 
PICNIC 

 
 Sarazen Park 12 Noon 

Set-up at 11:30 

Tuesday, November 10  
 

Note: Tuesday, not 
Wednesday 

 
$10.00 Each* 

 
*12.50 after November 6 

$15.00 at the door  
 

Fried Chicken, Salad, 
Baked Beans and 

More  
 

Beer, Wine, Pop and Water 
Included 

 
Questions?? Call Dave Walsh 389-

9755 
--------------------------------------------------- 
      Cut here 
                         
 RESERVATION for Welcome Back Picnic 
 

MEMBER’S NAME AND 
PHONE NUMBER 
 
_________________________ 
Number 
attending______________ 
 
@$10.00 each   $___________ 
 
@$12.50   after 11-6  $______ 

Need SEPERATE checks payable to MSC for each event 
One envelope OK!!!!! 

Mail to Dave Walsh 1530 Caxambas Ct. 
Marco Island, FL 34145 

January Bar-B-Q 
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Set up at 11:30, gather at 

noon 
 

$10.00 Each* 
 

*12.50 after January 15 
$15.00 at the door  

 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
Sausages, Potato Salad, 
Baked Beans and More 

 
    

2 flavors of beer, 3 flavors 
of wine, pop and water 

Included  

 
Questions?? Call Dave Walsh 

389-9755 
 
 

----------------------------------------------    
Cut here                          
 
 RESERVATION for January Bar-B-Q 
 
MEMBER’S NAME AND 
PHONE NUMBER 
_______________________ 
Number 
attending__________ 
 
@$10.00 each    $________ 
 
@$12.50  after 1/15 
 
                              $_______ 
    


